A Case Study to Stop Child Marriage.
Introduction:

Keonjhar is a District of mine and minerals having dense forest with
scattered settlement of the people situated in the Chhotnagpur platue
range .It is in the state of Odisha, India. Medinpur is a village having
10 kilometer distance from the District head quarter and 3 kilometers
Distance from the great waterfall sanaghagara and adjacent to the
Badaghagara Dam. This Village is just 3 KMs away from NH-
49.Forest & hill covered the Village. Only 16 households are living
in the village, all are belonging from the Bhuyan & Muna tribe of
Odisha, India. Total Population of the Village is 115 among them
male 70, Female 45.Total Children Population is 38. This community

is living with their traditional culture and practice. They do not care

the law and the rules and regulations of the Government. They are the

king of their own Kingdom. The village decision is guided by their
sardar(The community leader) .This particular community is not
literate and not exposed to the outer world. The girls of the
community normally marry at the age of 13 to 17 years of age which
is called “KASI KANIA”.Which means not old. So everybody in the

caste preferred to marry the girl Childs in their immature age.

Sushila Naik, a 15 years girl ,Daughter of Kumar Naik& mother

Samari Naik residing in village medinpur of Talakaisari Gram




Panchyat of Bansapal Block of Keonjhar District of Odisha state
,India. Susila is living with her father,mother, Grandmother & Elder

sister Sumitra Naik. Susila was enrolled in the Ashram school but did

not continued & drop out from school in class 5".Her family

Condition was not so good. Kumar Naik has sold fire wood in
Keonjhar town & manage his family. The only earning member of the
family is the Kumar Naik who is working as a daily wage labour.
Therefore, the family has been facing financial problems like they do
not get two times of meal in a day. He was not able to fulfill the bare
necessities of family except one time meal and was unable to provide

other things like dress, sleeper, education material etc

During the month of may 2016 a person named Indra Dehury,from
Haladiapada village came to Kumar Naik’s house & has proposed to
take the little daughter sushila for marry his elder Son Pankaja
Dehury . As per their tradition the would be in-laws of the daughter
keep a stick in the berendha of sushila’s house. The elder daughter of
Kumar Dehury who is 17 years old also a minor girl but the both
family fixed the marriage of Sushila with Pankaj. Because as per their
tradition they are bound to give the younger girl shushila as they keep
the stick.

The marriage date had finalized and scheduled to be held on dated
23.06.2016.Just day before there was a village meeting on child
protection organized by the Ideal Development Agency. IDA has a

village child Protection Committee who came to know the matter and




decided to stop the child marriage. United they (VCPC) went to the
Kumar Naik Home and counselled the family members as well as the
girl child to stop the marriage. The VCPC members called Mr
Chandrakanta Baral Project Coordinator of IDA to help them. One
village meeting had organized. People again sensitized against child
marriage and the laws & act and rules and the punishment system.

The parents of the girl child were counselled.

In spite of several efforts the parents and the girl child they were not
following any counseling. Some of the senior orthodox leaders’ denai
to accept the decission, finally the village child protection committee
remain silent and the marriage card has printed and distributed. The
matterials for the marriage has sold from the market. Goats purchased
for killing in the marriage ceremony. But the VCPC has provided

constant effort to stop the child marriage.

At last the VCPC Member informed to Sagar Palei, Project Associate
of ACC project in charge of Banspal Block. On dated 17.06.2016
sagar Palei with Chandra Kanta Baral, Project Coordinator went to
village Medinpur at 2 PM & discussed with Susila Naik & her
Parents. Verify the date of birth in School Certificate, Adhar Card.

And again counselled the parents regarding the underage of their girl

for marriage. Finally all the villagers pressurize the parents of the girl
to stop the child marriage and immediately to inform the Indra

Dehury the father of the bridegroom of village Haladiapada .




On dated 18.06.2016 at 9 AM Indra Dehury with his wife Sabi
Dehury came to Kumar Naik’s house with new Saree for Susila .
Kumar Naik with all VCPC members denied the marriage &
discussed the rules & regulation of early Child marriage. But Indra
Dehury had forced to conduct the marriage, because he had already
spent RS 50,000.00(Fifty Thousand) as advance for Tent, Vehicle,
Cook, Sound & printing of marriage card etc. During discussion Indra
Dehury aggressively demand Rs 50,000.00 from the girl’s parent as
Penalty for cancelling the marriage. A difficult situation has arised at
that time. So to avoid the situation the VCPC members with the help
of The project staffs called Child Line, CDPO, DCPO keonjhar. At 3
PM the staff of Child line came to the village and at 6 Pm the CDPO
reached the village and have similar massage and counselled the

people to cancel the marriage of the girl.

Day after on 19" of May the Child Club of the village sitting together

and called Sushila Naik. And shared their decision that not a single

child of the village will marry before the age of 18 and 21. And the

child club members decided to monitor the marriage cases regularly.

Finally with the effort of the child club, VCPC the marriage has
stopped and it was decided to conduct the marriage of the elder sister
of Shushila at first after the completion of her 18 years of age after
seven months in which the administration, IDA, media people all will
be involved and the marriage cost will be beared by local donors

already they have committed their willingness to provide.




Media has published the news a number of resistance came from the

orthodox Bhuyan society. In spite of the opposition the parent of
Shushila are happy, they promised to continue his effort to stop child

marriage. Besides a larger community of Odisha welcome the effort

to stop child marriage.

A small effort may open the eye of the whole Bhuyan community to

stop child marriage.




PHOTOGRAPHS

SCHOOL CERTIFICATE




Family Counseling by IDA staffs & the Stakeholders
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